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made of palm leaves. An oasis is not always the small place shown in some pictures, with two palm trees and a camel. It is often thirty miles across and may contain many small towns or villages.
The Bedouin Arabs who wander about in the desert live a very different kind of life. They have flocks and herds, and because there is little water and grass at any one place, and what there is is soon used up, they are always moving from one spot to another. Their chief animal is the camel, which is called the Ship of the Desert. The camel can carry a load of 400 Ibs. and travel 30 miles a day. It has a long neck, so that it can reach the grass as it goes along; it has a hard mouth, so that it can eat the prickly plants that grow here and there amongst the sand. It can close its nostrils when a sand-storm comes, and it has long eyelashes to shade its eyes from the glare of the sun. It must kneel to be loaded, and has hard pads on its knees. It can store up* fat in its hump and water in its stomach, and so can go several days without anything to eat or drink. All that happens is that its hump gets smaller and smaller. Without the camel, trade and travel in the desert would be impossible.
The camel provides its owner with milk to drink, hair for making ropes, cloth, and rugs, and sometimes flesh to eat.